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Items of interest from the Museum collection

A documentary painting by Hirasawa Byozan

Compulsory vaccination of the Ainu people
HAMADA Shukuko
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Abstract
The Ainu people suffered from smallpox in the mid-nineteenth century. Muragaki Norimasa of the Hakodate magistrate's office
called on the government in Edo to send a doctor. Dr. Kuwata Ryusai went to Hakodate and compelled 6,000 Ainu people in all
to be vaccinated. A merchant.Sugiura Kashichi had Hirasawa Byozan paint the scene and presented the picture to Muragaki
Norimasa. Dr. Kuwata made a copy from the original painting by Hirasawa Byozan for his family in 1859. In 1941, a descendant
had two copies painted by Hayashi Shime. This scroll is an important painting from the point of view of medical history and the
administrative control.The original picture’'s whereabout had long been unknown. I believe that the scroll owened by Tohoku

Fukushi University Serizawa Keisuke Art and Craft Museum may be the original.
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