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Social work, then, is the sum of all the efforts made by society to “take up its own slack,” to provide
for individuals when its established institutions fail them, to supplement those established institu-
tions and to modify them at those points at which they have proved to be badly adapted to social

needs. (pp. 21-22)
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The reconsiderations of the theory of the (the supplement)

in the science of social welfare

TANAKA harukazu

The purpose of this is to reconsider (the supplement) which is a traditional and basic term in the

study of social welfare. We especially criticize how people understood (the supplement) from 1920’s

to 1980’s.

The following matters has become clear as the results of this discussion.

The definition of the social work in social work written by Devine affected the supplement in
social work which was held before World war II.

The theory of (the supplement) in OKOCHI kazuo is rooted in his theory of social poli-
cy. His theoretical methods are very good.

The theory of {the supplement) in KOHASHI syoichi is characteristic in his methods of
study, especially in the method of object-comprehension. But his methods aren’t theoretical.
“The definition of the social work in Japan” written in 1950 is the results of the joint study,
and based on facts of the social work of the day.

The theory of (the supplement) in NAKAMURA yiichi is the best theory that we have ever
examined. The character of his theory is to verify (the supplement) by classifying it into
three parts — (parallel or mutually supplement), (supplementary) and (alternative) parts.
The theory of (the supplement) in TSUKAMOTO tetu is rooted in faith in human.

These theories of (the supplement) is insufficient. Because people who make theories usu-
ally think they aren’t users.

The objects of social welfare is minorities. But we must understand them closely.

For people who are engaged in social welfare, it is important to change (their attitude to us-

ers).

10.  The science of social welfare must (devote its attention to pains and sufferings all people

have).



