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“Portraits of the Disciples of the Buddha” Stenciled by Serizawa Keisuke:
The Challenge of Stencil Dyeing

KADOWAKTI Kayoko
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Abstract
In 1982, Serizawa Keisuke completed “Portraits of the Disciples of the Buddha” at 87 years old. One image was stenciled with
lacquer and another with India ink. Although these were his last full-scale works, the lacquer-piece was the only lacquer stencil
he had ever done. And there are the three variations which did that small size. Particularly through the lacquer stencil, we see

Serizawa's insatiable thirst for a challenge. Through a rough sketch of “Portraits of the Disciples of the Buddha" and a story from

Mr. Sato, who helped in work of lacquer, we examine the passion for Serizawa’s stencil work.
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