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Examination of the Significance of Regional Governmental Planning

of Local Social Welfare

Koichi Tsuzuki

Due to the enactment of the Social Welfare Act in 2000 and, in addition, the revision of the Local
Autonomy Law in 2011, the implications of regional welfare planning and welfare administration are
changing. While the social welfare system in Japan is passing through a period of great change, with
these systems undergoing one reform after another, the framework of the local government structure
has not necessarily been adequately formed. For this reason alone, there is a growing need to reex-
amine the required framework and the ideal form of regional welfare planning and welfare
administration. Therefore, this study surveys the flow of system reforms to date and examines how
to respond to the emphasis on local government. As a result, a gap between the current social wel-
fare laws and regional government authorities is confirmed. Therefore, the actual development of re-
gional welfare plans to guarantee the right to live founded on the Social Welfare Act based on Article

25-2 of the Constitution of Japan is desirable.

Key Words : Social Welfare Act, Local Autonomy Law, Regional Welfare Planning, Welfare Ad-

ministration, Community Development



